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PRESS STATEMENT 

EXPEDITE LEAD REMEDIATION IN KABWE – CEJ URGES GOVT  
 

The Centre for Environment Justice (CEJ) has noted with sadness that succeeding 

governments have failed to implement a sustainable solution to curb Lead poisoning in 

Kabwe district.   

 

CEJ Head of Research Freeman Mubanga says his organization is confident that the New 

Dawn administration is capable of addressing the issues surrounding Lead poisoning in 

Kabwe District.  

 

He says it is scandalous that some 300,000 people still have to live on toxic soils, 25 years 

after the Kabwe mine and smelter were closed. 

 

Mr. Mubanga stated that schools, playgrounds, homes and back yards have high lead levels 

of which residents are being poisoned on a huge scale adding that children are the most 

vulnerable. 

 

"The most critical steps in treating lead poisoning, eradicating contamination and reducing 

exposure is to remove the source of contamination," he said.   

 

Mr. Mubanga warned that Kabwe is a huge challenge because the source of contamination is 

still active.  He cited the contamination sites include the smelting plant for Lead, the dump 

sites and the tailing dams.  

 

"This challenge has contributed to the poor efficacy of the remedial process and has resulted 

in millions of dollars spent without yielding tangible long-lasting results," he said.  

The CEJ Head of Research added that it is sad that children that are treated for lead poisoning 

are reported to return to their homesteads that are located in Lead hotspot zones, thus 

reversing treatment efforts.  

 

"Therefore, as long as the sources of Lead are still active, contamination and exposure are 

unavoidable," he said.  Mr. Mubanga was hopeful that the New Dawn Government has an 

opportunity to set a firm standard that will stand as a template for future generations.  

 

"There is need to halt Lead mining and processing in Zambia as the impacts of this mining 

venture have proven to be a nightmare for Zambia to resolve over decades," he said.  

 

Mr. Mubanga noted that in December 2016, the government of Zambia launched a five-year 

World Bank-funded project; the Zambia - Mining and Environmental Remediation and 

Improvement Project (ZMERIP), that is slated to offer much-needed environmental cleanup, 

along with a new round of testing and treatment.  

 

"However, there has been no significant remediation changes that have taken place over time 

in comparison to the funds received," he said.   

 



The CEJ Head of Research therefore, urged the New Dawn administration to forester the 

remediation process in Kabwe district seeing that this issue has been a matter of generational 

debates and yet nothing changes. 
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